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serviceable to the intellect in the work it does for the
pain-avoiding, pleasure-seeking will. Nevertheless, this.
practical unity of the ego lias neither sharply defined limits
nor is it unalterable. Each one of us knows how he is striv-
ing to alter the content of his ego.'' Is it not a change in
this content that is sought after in every attempt to alter the
character of a person ? If the world consists of the same
elements as one's ego, and if every element in the world
can become a constituent of that ego, why should not that
ego be so extended as ultimately to embrace the entire
world ? Because the elements which constitute an individual
are more strongly and closely knitted among themselves
than with those which constitute other individuals, he
imagines himself to be an indissoluble unity independent of
others. But the life of the individual has no meaning apart
from collective life. That which is truly human in each
one of us, the true, the beautiful, the good, has something
of the universal, and is created and realised only through the
communion of minds. Moreover, when the content of an
ego is sufficiently wide, it generally breaks through the
shackles of individuality, engrafts itself in others, and pur-
sues an over-individual life. It is the dissolution of indivi-
duality which contributes to the greatest happiness of the
artist, the discoverer, the social reformer, and all others who
co-operate in the welfare of the many, and live, as Schiller
says, in the whole. Says the Blessed One in the M^hmkya-
putta Sutta: "The man whose heart is set on the dissolu-
tion of individuality feels cheerful, happy, and elated, like
the mighty man who has swum unhurt across the swollen
Ganges from the one bank to the other.''

The denial of a separate self, an a^man, does not obliterate
the personality of a man, but liberates the individual from
an error that is liable to stunt his intellectual and ethical
development and hinder his attainment of perfection. The
Dharma removes from life the vanity of self, which is the
result of an erroneous belief in the existence of dtman and
tcarma as separate entities. As what constitutes a man^s
personality is his own deeds and aspirations, he that holds
his person dear should keep himself free from wickedness.
The Blessed One has said :
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